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Fire-Season Closure Policy for 
National Forests Is Announced

The fire-season closure policy 
for the national forests of 
Southern California was 
nounced todaj' by Regional For 
ester S. B. Show, chief of th- 
California region, U. S. Foresl 
Service, who said, "In any but 
an abnormally dry year, the An 
geles, Cleveland, San Bernardim 
and Los Padres national forests 
will remain open to the public 
until   midnight of the fourth 
Sunday in June, starting this 
year. After that date, all areas 
of moderate or ligNt fire hazard 
will continue to -remain open 
but high-hazard areas will be 
closed to the public until the 
end of the fire season, usually 
about December 1.

"Main highways and roads 
passing through high-hazard 
areas in the national forests, to 
gether with main roads giving 
access to areas open 1 
public, will be available for 
travel throughout the fire sea 
son. Posted and fire-proofed 
camp and picnic grounds im 
mediately adjacent to these 
highways and roads will also be 
open to the public. The boun 
daries of closed areas will be 
signed, and maps showing where 
people may go will be published 
in local papers and provided 
free to forest users.  

"There is much confusion and 
misunderstanding as to the rea 
sons for fire-season closures in 
the national forests," continued 
Mr. Show. "I hope that this 
statement will clarify the essen 
tial questions involved.

"The legal purpose of these 
national forests, as stated by 
Congress nearly 50 years ago in 
the Act of June 4, 1897, w: 
insure favorable conditions of 
waterflow. That meant, then, as 
now, protection of the natural 
cover on the mountain water 
sheds from fire and other , de 
structive elements. Authentic 
records compiled for decades* 
show that practically all destruc 
tive fires in Southern California, 
both within and adjacent to the 
national forests, result from hu 
man use. This does not mean 
the people who use these moun 
tain areas for motoring, camp 
ing, fishing, hunting and hiking 
are less careful than the peo 
ple who use the national forests 
elsewhere in California for sim 
liar forms of recreation. But the 
brush-covered Southern Califor 
nia forests are so explosively In 
flammable during the hot, dry 
summer and fall months that 
fires start much more readily 
and spread with greater speed. 
Under such conditions, human 
use of these areas Increases the 
fire hazard tremendously.

'"For many years the U. S. 
Forest Service has applied and 
tested more forms of fire pre 
vention In these Southland 
mountains than In any other 
part of California, or In fact of 
the United States. Singly and in 
combination these prevention 
measures have accomplished 
this much   fires have not In 
creased In number nearly as 
fast as has human use of the 
forests. But prevention meas 
ures have not eliminated occa 
sional large and costly fires 
causing great damage to these 
exceedingly valuable watersheds. 
So after testing the available 
methods of curbing fires, while 
continuing to allow fire-season 
use of the areas by the public, 
we have reluctantly concluded 
that human use of these na 
tional forests during the critical 
fire season must yield to their 
primary legal purpose. Thus the 
fire-closures of recent years, 
which demonstrated their effec 
tiveness in wartime, were actual 
ly an inescapable measure adopt 
ed as a last resort after a long 
period of searching for less re 
strictive precautions.

"Congress has continued to 
place increasing emphasis on 
watershed protection that will 
insure favorable conditions of 
streamflow, as indicated by the 
Flood Control Act of 1936 and 
amendments. It is significant 
that the first stream in the en 
tire Nation selected for Inten 
sive improvement under this act 
was In Southern California, and 
another nearby drainage has re 
cently been added to the pro 
gram. Thus, more than ever, we 
In the U. S. Forest Service must

Harbor District 
Chambers to Hear 
Of Water Survey

A meeting of the Harbor Dis 
trict Chambers of Commerce 
will take place in the Manhattan 
Beach Community Church at 4 
p.m., June 14.

The business session, with 
President Pat MacDonneil pre 
siding, will begin at 5:15 and 
dinner is to be served at 6:30.

Joseph F. Poland of the Unit 
cd States Geological Survey 
will give observations from his 
work on a three year survey of 
the water conditions of all this 
area.

Distinction 
Won by Local 
Woman's Kin

CpL Stanley Nletupskl, nephew 
of Mrs. {Catherine Pawllcki, 25112 
Cypress St., is a supply clerk 
attached to the 50th Fighter Con 
trol Squadron, with the U. S. 
Eighth Air Force fighter wine 
in England, according to wore 
received this week from the air 
force.

The squadron was recently 
awarded the Meritorious Service 
Unit Plaque for its "superior 
performance of duty" In Eighth 
Air Force operations during thr 
period following D-Day.

The plaque, equal to a per 
sonal commendation for every 
member of the squadron, enti 
tles Corporal Nletupski to wear 
a golden-yellow laurel wreath on 
his right sleeve.

The primary function of the 
50th Fighter Control Squadron 
dealt wfth furnishing navigation 
al aids to fighter, aircraft and 
maintaining a constant knowl 
edge of each group's position on 
an operational mission.

The citation accompanying the 
award read in part:

"Through the untiring efforts 
of the personnel of the 50th 
Fighter Control Squadron, fight 
er pilots were enabled to effect 
prompt rendezvous with bomber 
formations, and were safely 
guided around dangerous artil 
lery zones, balloon barrages, and 
concentrations of anti - aircraft 
fire.

"The high degree' of technical 
skill, tireless energy, and devo 
tion to duty displayed by the 
members of this organization re 
flect the highest credit upon 
themselves and the armed forces 
of the United States."'

Corporal Nietupski has been 
serving overseas for the past 
two years.

Pacific Electric 
Would Consolidate 
A|l Franchises

Consolidation of all franchises 
of Pacific Electric owned motor 
coach lines In order to carry 
Ight express and luggage be 

tween Los Angeles and seven 
urban and suburban areas Is 
sought In an application on file 
Friday with the state railroad 
commission.

No changes In operating 
rights ' are contemplated. Los 
Angeles Motor Coach Lines, 
iwned Jointly with the Los An- 
;eles Transit Lines, Is not In 

cluded In the application.

ASK NEW LAW
A resolution urging passage 

of a state Fair Employment 
Practices Act at this session of 
he legislature will-be presented 
o Governor Earl Warren.

aware of where our primary 
luty lies. We would be very 
mppy If the fire record of the 
Southern California forests just- 
fled less restrictive measures,

as they generally do In thg less 
nfiammable northern forests of 
he itate. But we must recog-

nlM and be guided by the fire
conditions that exist on the 
[round, and apply measures to

meet them adequately.

Notice
Friends and patients of mint, who have re 
ceived quiet, beneficial and lasting results 
from the Palmer & Carver Systems of Adjust 
ing, have requested me to remain until July I, 
1945, before leaving Torranct for a long rest 
after 31 yean in practice. This I have con 
sented to do,

Dr. Katrjerine F. Siekmann
CHIROPRACTOR

1343 El Prado, Torrance Phone 1090
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The publication of
TORRANCE BRASS FOUNDRY

1825 W. 213th Si Torrance
J. C. PENNEY CO.

1269 Sartori Ave. Torrance
STAR FURNITURE CO.

1225 Sartori Ave. Torrance
DOAK AIRCRAFT CO., INC.

2321 Abalone Ave. Torrance
JANE GREY SPORT SHOP

1327 Sartori Ave. Torrance

this vital War Bond message has been made possible by the cooperation of:
THE GAY SHOP

1319 Sartori Ave. Torrance

TINY TYKE SHOP
1335 El Prado Torrance

NATIONAL HOME APPLIANCE CO.
1317 Sartori Ave. Torrance

BERNARD'S FAMILY SHOE STORE
1319 Sartori Ave. Torrance

TORRANCE ICE CO. 
Phone Torrance 1333-R

W. E. BOWEN - INSURANCE
1327 Post Ave. Torrance

EL PRADO FURNITURE CO.
1220 El Prado Torrance

HOME LIQUOR STORE
1115 Sariori Ave. Torrance


